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CORRESPONDENCE. 





IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 


In the first place, let it be ascertained what the soul is ; and, in the 
next place, consider whether it is immortal ? 

What in the component parts of man can the soul be? Is it the cor- 
poral system, or any part thereof? Certainly not ; for this begins to de- 
cay before the life leaves the body, and finally incorporates with the 
earth from whence it originated. Is it the life of the body ? If it is, is it 
any more immortal than steam, wind, or water, which by their action on 
machinery keep it in motion as long as the machinery is in order, and 
either of these powers applied? Shall we say that life is immortal, be- 
cause while acting on the human system it keeps it in motion? Or be- 
cause when it ceases to act we cannot identify it or determine its desti- 
nation? Oris it immortal because we wish it to be so from the love we 
have of life? All this proves nothing to the point. But may it not be 
fairly presumed that the life of vegetables and animals is equally im- 
mortal, and as easiiy proved to be so as the lifeof man? That man is 
endowed with the greatest power of reasoning, only proves his organiza- 
tion better adapted to that end than that of the inferior animals, Not 
only so: may we not with the wise man conclude, that man has no pre- 
eminence over a beast, as to any superior claim to immortality? Every 
thing appertaining to man proves him superior in rank in creation ; 
which proves his station higher here, but not hereafter. 

Next, as to the usefulness of the doctrine of man’s original immortality. 
What I mean is, that he has originally, not only an elementary but a 
divine life ; that is, a life from God by divine inspiration for the govern- 
ment of his temporal life, and this is to be rewarded or punished in a fu- 
ture state, according as it has acted its part in the government of this ele- 
mentary life. This doctrine, so far from being useful, cannot, in the 
nature of things, be true ; because if this life is the life of God in the soul, 
it, according to the nature of things, must act the part of God: conse- 
quently admit of no impropriety or sin, nor be subject to misery nor 
death, That this is not the case, is admitted on all hands. 

Another view of the subject is this : the divine is given for the redemp- 
tion of the mortal life of the soul ; that is, by obedience on the part of the 
mortal life to the divine life, it partakes of, and is leavened into its na- 
ture, and for this end is the probationary state of man. There would 
seem to be some plausibility, and even truth, in this doctrine, were it 
not for the existence of facts which throw future accountability and re- 
wards and punishments, and probation for future inheritance, ont of the 
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question. And they are these : man, in the operations of Nature, equal- 
ly with other animals, falls into destruction without any regard to his 
probationary destination in every grade, station, and age of his life, from 
the stillborn infant to the most protracted life. However, by a superna- 
tural something, man may seem to be governed, yet we see that which 
is perishable is not any the less so by his obedience. 'The temporal part 
in the righteous is as sure to perish as that of the vicious, which mollifies 
the doctrine of immortal inheritance. 

The doctrine is moreover inapplicable to an omnipotent, all wise being. 
{fin the creation of man his eternal and happy inheritance was the ob- 
ject, it weuld prove abortive to rest it either on his (man’s) obedience or 
choice, because of man’s inconstancy. Deity would prove himself short 
sighted in his plan, and inefficient in the execution, to arrange it in any 
way that it should possibly be abortive. If he is all wise, all powerful, 
and just, salvation must be certain to all ; man’s notion to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And if this is not the design, man’s speculations on the 
subject cannot alter it. True, gain can be made out of this doctrine, to 
some ; oppression and loss of life to others, and destruction to all : which 
has ever been and ever will be its fruits, and for this reason it ought to 
be abandoned by all. But the doctrine of certainty is this, to do the best 
we can every day, without any reference to uncertainties. Thereis a right 
and wrong in human actions : those actions which are known to pro- 
(luce love and peace pursue, and avoid the rest. Then down would 
drop priestcraft as a noisome pest. IMPARTIALIST. 

Dutchess County, February, 3, 182s. 


REASONS FOR NOT BEING A CHRISTIAN. 
(IN A LETTER TO A FRIEND.) 

‘TrutH has been my only aim, and wherever that has appeared to lead, my thoughts have 
itipestially followed, without minding whe ther the footsteps of any other lay the same way ; not 
that I want a due respect to other men’s opinions, but after all, the greatest reverence is ‘due to 
truth, Locke. 

My Frrenp—You ask me why I have quitted the religion of my fore- 
fathers, why J am not content to believe what is believed in by nine tenths 
of my neighbors. Lam ever ready to give reasons for my conduct ; and 
as you seem to put these questions in good earnest, I will as earnestly 
answer you. lam nota Christian, because, after having studied and 
examined the subject to the best of my ability, I come to the conclusion 
that Christianity is no better than an old woman’s fable. Thus you have 
my reasons in a few words ; but [ will state them more at length, in the 
hope that if in error I may be corrected, if in the right that I may cer- 
rect you. 

The first doubts I had of the truth of Christianity originated with 
reading the Bible, at an early period of my life, and long before I had 
read the doubts of others. I was not formed to put implicit faith in any 
dogma or creed ; I was naturally of an inquisitive turn of mind, and a 
thing of so much importance as religion could not long remain unnoti- 
ced. The Bible cosmogony, or account of the creation, given in the first 
part of Genesis, was the first thing which took my attention. Have you 
read this account, my friend, since you left school? Have you ever sat 
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down to read it with the view of ascertaining whether it were deserving 
of your belief? You have read it, doubtless ; but I question if you ever 
read it with the above view. Do, then, some day when you are in a rea- 
soning mood, set about it, and if your conclusion should differ from mine, 
tell me why. If you think fit you can begin with a prayer for grace to 
understand the Word; but I would have you proceed with a view of 
judging whether the cosmogony of the Bible be consistent in itself, or 
agreeable with natural facts. ‘The priests tell us, that the Bible has God 
for its author, and salvation for its end ; and if so, we should expeet it to 
be perfect in its construction, and free from the possibility of failing of 
the end proposed ; but I deny that the Bible has either of these charac- 
teristics, and if you will examine candidly I have no doubt but that you 
will be of the same opinion. I call your atiention to the cosmogony, 
because it was the first thing which awakened my suspicions, and I think, 
naturally enough, that it will have the same effect on you if you exa- 
mine with the same view. 

I do not pretend to a perfect knowledge of the Bible, for my study of 
it has been but very limited; I have read enough of it to couvince me 
that it is not a divine revelation, and to study it further I should consider 
as no better than a waste of time. I know the general contents of the 
Bible, but I cannot quote it like a methodist, nor comment upon it like 
a Paine. , Nevertheless, I know enough of it to answer my purpose in 
argument, and that you shall find if you should be inclined to enter inte 
a controversy on the subject. 

My first doubts, as I have before said, originated with the imperfec- 
tions of the Bible ; but after having been a thinker on the subject for se- 
veral years, I find these to be the weakest of my reasons for disbelief. 
It was froin a study of Nature, and by contrasting our knowledge of things 
with the spiritual stories of priests, ancient and modern, that [ obtained 
a firm conviction of the falsehood ofall religious dogmas. From the mo- 
ment that I began to doubt I had no settled opinion tll I became con- 
vinced of the nonexistence of supernaturals. [am not inclined to be- 
lieve any thing on the mere word of another; or, at least, nothing out of 
the line of common occurrences ; and of all the authors who have writ- 
ten in favor of supernaturals, not one that | have read produces any thing 
amounting to proof, and but very little amounting to probability. You 
may think differently : it may appear to you that the existence of super- 
naturals is amply proved ; if so, do point out to me what you consider as 
a proof, and if I cannot detect its fallacy, I will acknowledge that you 
have reason on your side. 

Any one convinced of the nonexistence of supernaturals cannot pos- 
sibly believe any religious doctrines, for this conviction includes a dis- 
belief of all spiritual things ; but another, who believes in the existence 
of powers superior to Nature, may still disbelieve the Christian doctrines ; 
and of this description there area great many who rank under the de- 
nomination of deists. A man of the latter description disbelieves the 
Bible because it appears inconsistent, and unlike what might be expecio, 
ed from an omnipotent deity; the other does not believe that there 4s. yy 
deity to give a revelation ; and, therefore, even if the Bible were, aywyrk 
consistent in itself, he could not believe it. For my part, I know, no- 
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thing of spiritual things ; nor does their existence appear either probable 
or possible. 

I may as well recount to you an incident which went a great way to- 
wards Jeading me tomy present antispiritual notions. Shortly after 1 
began to think a little on religious*subjects, but before I had read any of 
our argumentative infidel authors, I paid a visit to an old kinsman, a 
farmer, who lived in a village near my parentalhome. I went to church 
with the family, as a matter of course in a Sunday visit, and in returning, 
our conversation turned wpon the sermon. Doubtless we made some ve- 
ry learned and judicious comments, much on a par with those made m 
the church porch by old Amen and his party ; but they are all forgotten 
save one, and that I shall recollect as long as I have recollection. The 
conversation was principally kept up by the young folks of the party ; 
but after a pause my aged kinsman says, “ The parson tells us that all 
things must have had a beginning, and that as nothing could create it- 
self, God must have created all things ; ; but if all things must have had a 
beginning, God must have had a beginning. Who, then, created God ?”’ 
What internal process of reasoning gave birth to this logic, I know not : 
nor do I know what were or are the opinions of its author, farther than I 
can judge from this specimen of doubting ; but this I know, that with me it 
gave birth to a train of reasoning which made me a rational man. I might 
have studied Bible inconsistencies for years, and still have believed the 
fundamentals of Christianity ; but this bold thought set me upon a new 
way of thinking, and the minor matters, concerning where Cain got his 
wives, and so on, sunk into insignificance. 

You think that I have not given sufficient reasons for my disbelief of 
the generally received doctrines. You say that the apparent inconsisten- 
cies of the Bible do not warrant our discarding the great truths of Chris- 
tianity. Well, let us see what are those great truths. What is Christi- 
anity ? 

As the first great truth I suppose we must place the fall of man in 
paradise, and hence the original sin of mankind; as the second, the sal- 
vation of the world through Jesus Christ. Are not these the two leading 
features of Christianity? Can you prove them to be truths?) Can you 
make them appear to be — Just read the story of Adam 
and Eve and the serpent. A god,—described as the creator of millions 
of worlds, and possessing every attribute in perfection, power, wisdom, 
justice, goodness and mercy,—is said to have made Adam and placed 
him in a garden, prepared with every desirable thing for his reception. 
Then this god makes Eve as a partner for Adam: but owing to a short- 
ness of materials, or something of that sort, he does not make Eve out 
of the dust of the earth as he did other animals, but causes a deep sleep 
to fall upon Adam, ‘and: then deprives him of a rib from which Eve is 
produced. It next appears that God has an enemy who comes to per- 
suade Eve to eat of a certain tree which was forbidden. Eve eats, and 
persuades her husband to eat, of the forbidden fruit: God is offended, 
and condemns mankind to death and torments in hell, the territory of 
his enemy. ‘This is one of your great truths. Now for another. 

At length God repented of the hard sentence he had passed on our 
unfortunate race; but then before he could be merciful his justice must be 
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appeased. ‘The sacrifice of a mortal, or of hundreds of mortals, would 
not, it seems, have been sufficient as an atonement for the heinous of- 
fence of eating an apple ; but a god must die: the anger of our great Crea- 
tor and very merciful protector could not be appeased without the death 
of his son. When this plan for our salvation was formed, it does not 
appear that this son was begotten; but God sent his friend the Holy 
Ghost to the Virgin Mary in order to do the business of begetting by 
proxy; not a very legitimate way, you will allow, according to our pre- 
sent notions of such affairs. Be this as it may, Mary was filled with the 
Holy Ghost, or filled sufficiently for the purpose, and produced the proxy 
begotten son of God. We read that for thirty years this young god la- 
bored as a carpenter; that at the end of this time he commenced preach- 
ing, and eventually he was executed, in order to appease the wrath of his 
father, and thus prevent the otherwise inevitable damnation of the hu- 
man race. These are the leading features of the great and fundamental 
doctrine of Christianity. Pause ever them for a moment; consider the 
end proposed; the being supposed to be the principal actor, and the 
means adopted ; and then tell.me whether to adopt such a creed be not 
to dishonor God more than to reject it. Could I believe in a deity, L 
certainly could never be led to believe such absurdities of him: I would 
have a rational god or none. I merely ask you to reason on the subject, 
and [ am well convinced that no arguments of mine will be wanting. In 
fact, I have not patience to argue on such points, for they appear so ab- 
surd in themselves as not to require argument. Do as I have done: use 
your reasoning faculties; cast off early prejudices, and judge of Chris- 
tianity as you would of the creed of Mahomet; and I doubt not but that 
your opinions will be something similar to mine. 

You seem to think it surprising, that if the doctrines of Christianity 
be so absurd as infidel writers would make them appear, that they should 
have the credence of so large a portion of mankind; but if you will study 
the nature of this belief as held by the circle of your acquaintance, and 
how they first acquired it, [ think that this surprise will wear away. Why 
do the greater part of our countrymen believe in three gods in one, and 
the death of one of them to appease the anger of a second? You have 
the answer in another question. Why do the Turks ery, There is but 
one God and Mahomet is his prophet § ? The universality of belief given 
to any doctrine does not prove its correctness. Just call to mind the 
old notions of the planetary systems ; the earth a fixture, with the sun, 
planets, and stars revolving round it. 

This past for certain, undisputed ; 
It ne’er cam ? their heads to doubt it, 
Till chiels gat up an’ wad confute it, 
An’ ca’d it wrang ; 
An’ muckle din there was about it 
Baith loud and lang.” 
And “ muckle din,” as my favorite poet says, there will be in destroy- 
ing any other erroneous notion which has been sanctified by time; and 
more especially when, like the Christian religion, it is backed by interest 
and prejudices; the interest of the priests and the prejudices of the un- 


thinking multitude. 
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I again repeat, study the nature of the belief in Christianity as held by 
the generality of mankind: ask each of your circle of acquaintance his rea- 
sons for being a Christian, and you will find but few who really under- 
stand what Christianity is, much less be able to give reasons for their 
belief. The fact is, they go to church and read their Bible for the same 
reason that they speak the English language: they have been brought 
up to it; they have been taught so to do, and they think themselves right, 
because their neighbors do the same. If you can believe such a univer- 
sality of belief any credit to the holders, or any warranty to others, you 
must differ widely from me in your notions of truth, or of the evidence 
necessary to command our acquiescence: I would rather be single in my 
opinions than have a multitude of such supporters. 


IMPORTANT EXAMINATION. BY LORD BOLINGBROKE. 
Continued from page 54. 

Of the Prophets.—Prophet, Nabim, Roheim—speaking, seeing, guess- 
ing, is all the same thing. All ancient anthors agree that the Egyptians, 
the Chaldeans, and all the Asiatic nations had their prophets and conju- 
rors. These nations were Jong anterior to the little people called the 
Jews, which, when it formed a-horde in a corner of land, had no lan- 
guage but that of its neighbors, and which, as we have before shown, bor- 
rowed from the Phoenicians even the names of its God, Eloha, Jeho- 
vah, Adonai, Sadai; which, in short, took all its rites and ceremonies 
from its surrounding neighbors, though it continually declaimed against 
them. 

It was said by some writer, that the first seer, or prophet, was the first 
knave that met with a simpleton. Thus is prophesy established from the 
most remote antiquity. But to fraud, let us add fanaticism ; these two mon- 
sters dwell together very peaceably in human skulls. We have witnessed 
the arrival in London of hordes from the heart of Languedoc and Viva- 
rais, who were as much prophets as those of the Jews, and joined the 
most horrible enthusiasm to the most disgusting falsehoods. We have 
witnessed Jurieu prophesying in Holland. There were always such im- 
postors, and not only wretches who predicted, but other wretches who 
imagined prophecies spoken by ancient personages. 

The world has been filled with Sibyls and Nostradamuses. The Alco- 
ran reckons two hundred and twenty-four thousand prophets. Bishop 
Epiphanius, in his notes on the pretended Canon of the Apostles, reckons 
seventy-three Jewish prophets, and ten prophetesses. The trade of pro- 
phet among the Jews was neither a dignity nor a degree, nor a profession 
in the state ; they were not admitted prophets as doctors are admitted at 
Oxford and Cambridge. Let those prophesy that would; it was suffi- 
cient to have, or to believe they had, or to feign they had, the calling of 
the spirit of God. Futurity was announced by dancing and playing on the 
psaltery. Saul, although he was rebuked, took if into his head to be a pro- 
phet. During civil wars each party had its prophet, as we have our Grub 
street writers. The parties treated each other reciprocally as fools, vision- 
aries, liars, and knaves; and in this alone they spoke truth. ‘ The pro- 
phet ts a fool, the spiritual man is mad,” says Hosea, chap. ix. ver. 7. 
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‘The prophets of Jerusalem are fanciful and deceitful men, said Sapho- 
niah, a Jerusalem prophet. ‘They are all something like our apothecary, 
Moore, who inserts in the newspapers, ‘‘'T'ake my pills and beware of 
counterfeits.” When the prophet Micaiah is predicting misfortunes to the 
kings of Samaria and Judah, the prophet Zedekiah gives him a box on the 
cheek, saying, “ Which way went the spirit of the Lord from me to speak 
unto thee?” (2 Chron. xviii. 23.) Jeremiah, who prophesied in favor of 
Nebuchadnezzar, a Jewish tyrant, put cords round his neck, and a yoke 
on his back, which was a type, and he was to seud this type to the neigh- 
boring petty kings to invite them to submission to Nebuchadnezzar. The 
prophet Ananias, who looked upon Jeremiah as a traitor, took his cords 
trom him, and threw his yoke on the ground. 

We have Hosea, whom God orders to take a whore, and to béget sons 
ef a whore: “Go take unto thee a wife of whoredoms, and children of 
whoredoms.” (Hosea i. 2.) Hosea punctually obeys; he takes Gomer, 
daughter of Diblaim, who brings him three children. Thus this prophecy, 
and this whoredom, lasted at least three years. But this would not satist'y 
the Jewish god, who orders Hosea to sleep with a woman that had al- 
ready cuckolded her husband. This cost the prophet no more than fif- 
teen pieces of silver, and a bushel and a half of barley, which is purchas- 
ing adultery at a cheap rate. (Hosea iii. 2.) It cost the patriarch Judah 
still less, in his incest with his daughter in law, Tamar. (Gen. xxxviii. 18.) 

We have Ezekiel, who after having slept three hundred and ninety 
days on his left side, and forty on his right side ; after having swallowed 
a roll of parchment, and eaten a sir reverend on his bread, by the express 
command of God, introduces God himself, the Creator of the Universe, 
who speaks thus to young Aholibah: ‘ Thou hast increased and waxed 
great; thy breasts are fashioned, and thine hair } is grown; and 1 spread 
my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness.” (Ezek. xvi. 7, 8.) “ But 
thou hast built thy high place at every head of the way, and hast opened 
thy feet (or thighs) to every one that passed by, and multiplied thy whore- 
doms.” Ibid, 25. ‘‘ Her sister Aholibah was more corrupt in her inor- 
dinate love than she—for she doated upon her paramours, whose flesh is 
like the flesh of asses, and whose issue is like the issue of horses.” (Ch. 
xxiii. 11, 20.) When general Withers heard these prophecies read to 
him, he asked in what brothel the ho/y scriptures had been written? 

Prophecies are seldom read; it is difficult to go through these lengthy 
and enormous rhapsodies. Fashionable men, w ho have read Gulliver and 
Atalantis, know neither Hosea nor Ezekiel. When we point out to sensi- 
ble people these execrable passages, buried in the rubbish of prophecy, 
they cannot recover from their astonishment. They cannot conceive, 
that an Isaiah, (Isaiah xx. 3,) should walk stark naked in the middle of 
Jerusalem ; that an Ezekiel should cut his beard into three portions ; that 
a Jonah should be three days in a whale’s belly, &c. Were they to read 
these shameless indecencies in a profane book, they would throw it away 
in disgust. It is the Bible ; they remain confounded ; they hesitate; they 
condemn the ibennisigtions, and dare not condemn the book that sonthine 
them. It requires time, before they dare to make use of common sense, 
but, in the end, they detest what knaves and simpletens have taught 
them to adore. 
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When were these irrational and immodest books written? Nobody 
knows. The most probable opinion is that the greater part of the books 
attributed to Solomon, Daniel, and others, were written in Alexandria ; 
but what matters it as to time and place? Is it not sufficient to witness 
in them the most outrageous folly, and the most infamous debauchery ? 
How is it, then, that the Jews have held them in veneration? Because 
they were Jews. We must likewise consider, that all these extravagant 
monuments were preserved only by priests and scribes. We know how 
scarce books were in all countreis, where the art of printing (which the 
Chinese invented) reached us so late. We shall be still more astonished 
when we see fathers of the church adopt these disgusting reveries, or 
allege them in support of their sects. 

We come, at length, from the old covenant to the new one. Let us 
proceed to Jesus, and the establishment of Christianity. 


To be continued. 


INFLUENCE OF FANATICISM. 


Mr. Editor—I give you an extract from a letter received a few days 
ago from a friend in Albany, which contains his reasons, as well, I be- 
lieve, as that of many other liberal minded persons, for not supporting 
the dissemination of liberal principles by subscribing to the Correspond- 
ent. I do not attach any blame to those who evince this apparent luke- 
warmness in the cause of mental emancipation; for it is scarcely credi- 
ble, to those who have not experienced it, into what dilemmas the expres- 
sion of even doubts in religious matters, much more of an entire rejec- 
tion of all religions, will involve a free thinker in some sections of this 
free country. I have only to hope that the day is not far distant when 
the right to express any opinion shall not only be possessed but exercised. 


a 


**T would subscribe for the Correspondent—I think it almost a duty— 
but I find that it would continually get me into disputations with those 
around me in defending its principles, as the people here, though not the 
most moral of the human race, are very religious; and the term deist 
they are taught to believe signifies all that is despicable in the human cha- 
racter. However, even here a considerable number are to be found who 
have laid aside the mummery of priests, and prefer trusting their own rea- 
son, to the incomprehensible mysteries of the churches It is with plea- 
sure that I find the doctrine of unitarianism fast gaining ground ; a doc- 
trine, though not exactly the same as deism, as far as I can understand, 
comes so very nigh it that it must finally be one and the same. The Anti- 
dote makes no noise, and even here is considered a poor slavish affair.” 


PROVIDENCE. 

Mr. Editor—If we consider, for a moment, how the inferior animals 
are used by man, we should be almost persuaded that they are consider- 
ed by him to be void of feeling or mere insensate machines. Some 
classes he works in the most unmerciful manner with little food or rest, 
such as the horse and the ass; other classes he causes to be put to death 
in some slow and torturing manner, that they may be more agreeable to 
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his pasupered palate. Some are hunted down with the greatest avidity, 
not for the exquisite pleasure that they yield him as food, nor the profit 
that arises from their sale, but solely to gratify the horrible propensity of 
hunting them to death. ‘There are likewise several other kinds of ani- 
mals, from which man is obliged atall times to guard himself, such as lions, 
bears, tigers, voracious fishes, &c. Others, again, attack his property, 
and would very soon destroy it, if he were not to destroy them. Those 
that are dangerous to him, or injurious to his property, even when killed, 
are seldom of any use for his subsistence. He is, in general, under the 
necessity of killing the most timorous and innocent creatures for his food, 
and indeed animals of all kind seem to be harrassed in proportion to 
their timidity. Let us reflect, for a moment, on the condition of the inno- 
cent lamb, lying bound before the butcher, turning up its eyes imploring 
for mercy from the unfeeling man who has already lifted the knife to cut 
his throat. Does this innocent, this harmless, this inoffensive creature 
merit such a cruel death? It is certainly very curious that man should be 
so constituted as to incline him to devour the innocent and timid animals 
that would never harm him, while he scarcely thinks of making food of 
those that are so troublesome and dangerous, though many of them are his 
determined enemies and never lose an opportunity of annoying or destroy- 
ing him. Thus we may see, that Providence, which is said to regulate 
all things, has placed a heterogeneous disposition betwixt man and the 
inferior animals, though in many respects they are homogeneous in their 
natures. There are some classes of these animals that man is anxious to 
obtain, as they form a principal part of his food, and there are others which 
he lashes into his obedience and drudgery ; and others, again, that are 
enemies to him as well as to those more timid animals that he enslaves 
or destroys. 

It must be obvious to every person, that all animals, from the smallest 
insect that we are acquainted with, to man, the noblest animal, are di- 
vided into genus, and these genus are again divided into species, tho’ they 
are all linked together by a regular gradation. The highest of one spe- 
cies being just a ‘degree lower than the lowest of the next ‘species, and thus 
is formed the grand chain of animated beings; but it is to be deplored 
that a very great number of these animals are entirely supported by 
killing and eating those of different species. Not to go into microscopic 
observations, I shall only mention a few things that are plain to the com- 
mon observer. I may be allowed to take notice of the spider who plans 
out and makes his web, and places himself in such a situation that the 
most delicate touch upon the slight texture of his fabric is immediately 
communicated to him by its slender threads. He is then upon the look 
out, and if the concussion is occasioned by some unlucky victim caught in 
his net, he immediately seizes and devours it; but if he is alarmed by a 
shock from a hostile invader that he is unable to combat, he immediately 
runs off to some secure and hidden retreat. By carrying our observations 
a little farther, we shall find several birds, particularly swallows, as anx- 
ious to catch these cunning spiders as the latter are to catch flies. We 
may likewise observe the very smallest birds rapaciously devouring insects 
and worms; these birds are again destroyed by others more powerful but 
equally carnivorous: and thus the system of carnage is carried on from 
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the smallest to the largest animals. Thus we may see that the animal 
world is little else than a scene of ill temper, havoc, and rapine, car- 
nage and devastation. But there are some species of herbivorous, or 
graminivorous, animals that have no inclination whatever for animal food ; 
yet those innocent and harmless creatures are butchered and destroy- 
ed by the carnivorous animals of every description. But if this Pro- 
vidence, that we are told regulates all sublunary affairs, were to con- 
sider innocence as a good quality, certainly those harmless creatures 
would be protected from the harassing ravage and destruction of more 
vicious animals. But it is plain that Providence never interferes to pro- 
tect imnocence, or to prevent mischief, either amongst the inferior ani- 
mals or mankind. The more we examine into the animal world, the 
more we shall be convinced that every different species and individual 
is regulated by its own particular interest, without reference to the ad- 
vantage of any other species or inidvidual, and not by any interference of 
Providence. We may also observe, that there are various species of ani- 
mals, which are formed by Nature solely for the purpose of destroying 
others. Their claws, their mouths, their teeth, are exactly calculated for 
devouring; and their stomachs are so constituted that animal food is their 
only nourishment, and they would linger and die without it. Now if 
God, or Providence, had intended any thing like peace and harmony to 
exist on the world, he would have so constituted animals of all kinds, that 
they should feed on roots, vegetables, fruits, fungus, and other inani- 
mate substances, which could have been made to grow from the earth in 
sufficient abundance and variety for every description of animals. And 
the system of procreation might also have been so regulated that there 
never should have been too many nor too few animals on the world at 
gne time ; and then no one animal, nor species, nor the genus of ani- 
mals would have been natural eneinies to one another but, the face of 
the earth would then have exhibited a busy scene of various animals, all 
living in perfect happiness. 

The belief in a Providence is not consistent with the general laws of 
Nature, and those who profess to believe it act as if they believed it not. 
Such an absurd doctrme can only be useful to kings and priests and 
other deceivers of mankind, who use the word Providence to give their 
transactions an authority that must not be called in question, and under 
which authority they carry on the most malevolent practices. Thus they 
screen themselves from public censure, as no person that believes in a 
regulating Providence will attach any blame to them. But it should be 
our business to banish from our minds all belief in a Providence; and 
to behave with prudence and sobriety in all our actions, to use our best 
endeavors in well-doing, and not allow ourselves to be duped by those 
who pretend that Providence regulates all the transactions of men in au- 
thority, however injurious to individuals or mankind in general: let us 
therefore persevere with manly endeavor to be usefu Ito ourselves and 
to our fellow men, trusting nothing to this priest like and imaginarv being 
called Providence. 
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But with all the exertions of priests, they will not be able to stop the 
march of philosophy, whose giant strides are rapidly prostrating the tot- 
tering fabric of Christian superstition. For all natural phenomena are 
daily becoming more and more investigated, and more and more known ; 
and even “ those called showers of blood, that historians have enume- 
rated, and which created consternation in the minds of the most intelli- 
gent men, and anxiety among whole nations, and in which superstition 
discovered terrifying omens of battle, misfortunes, and the overthrow of 
cities and empires’’—and this even in the days of lord Bacon, for natural 
philosophy was but then in its infancy—natural philosophy now teaches 
us are but the excrements of a butterfly!! In 1608 one of these pre- 
tended showers of blood fell in the suburbs of Aix, which without doubt 
would have transmitted to us a great prodigy, had not M. de Peirsc, the 
natural philosopher, discovered the cause, in the blood red excrements 
of butterflies, which at the time were flying in the air. That the rain was 
colored by the excrements of these insects is evident from this circum- 
stance, that the rain water was red in the suburbs and environs only, 
where these insects were seen in myriads, and remained in its natural 
color in the city, where these insects were not; and that those red drops 
never fell upon the tops of houses, or upon walls more elevated than the 
height to which butterflies generally rise. The pretended drops of blood, 
therefore, were nothing but drops of a red liquor deposited by butterflies ; 
which fact is further corroborated by this circumstance, that all these 
bloody rains, as related by superstitious historians, have happened in the 
warm seasons of the year, when butterflies are most numerous. 

The same ignorance of the principles of natural philosophy, as we find 
in the Mosaic superstitions, appears in the Christian writings, which the 
increasing study of natural philosophy must necessarily destroy. I will 
say nothing of the reputed birth of the supposed founder of Christianity, 
so contrary to all facts of which we have any knowledge, and agreeing 
only with the fabulous birth of Esculapius, Hercules, and other god men 
of the heathen mythology ; but will notice his baptism. Matt. 3d, 16th: 
** And Jesus when he was baptised went up straightway out of the water, 
and lo the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him. And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, this is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Now what does philosophy teach us; admitting the very improbable ac- 
count of the voice, and the appearance of the dove, to be true?’ That 
since certain organs are requisite to produce certain sounds called voice, 
no voice could be produced where those organs were not. Hence those 
who say these sounds came from Ged must be materialists, making God 
like unto onrselves; and as natural philosophy teaches us that some men 
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possess organs by which they can give to their voice considerable heiglit 
and distance, if sounds were produced in open space, above the common 
reach of men’s voices, there must have been a ventriloquist among them. 
And with respect to the dove, since it appeared to none but this god man 
himself, the first question natural philosophy teaches us to ask is, should 
his word be taken? Could I believe these stories at all, I should undoubt- 
believe that he was himself a ventriloquist; for it appears.in 17th Matt. 
a similar trick was performed when on the top of a Aigh mountain with 
three of his disciples; and not only that, but he was transfigured before 
them, and Moses and Elias were seen talking with him. Now the first 
question natural philosophy would teach us to ask here is, how Mr. Peter 
should know Mr. Moses and Mr. Elias, who had both been dead so many 
hundreds of years before he was born? And the next question would be, 
whether Mr. Peter was not so terrified at finding himself so high among the 
clouds, that he had forgot the appearance of his own person, and that of 
those who were with him? hence, when he saw them reflected on the 
surrounding atmosphere greatly enlarged, he concluded they were unna- 
tural beings. The appearance of gigantic figures in the clouds to him 
might have been a very uncommon and very alarming sight; but natural 
philosophy teaches us that ’tis no uncommon occurrence in a particular 
state of the atmosphere, particularly in mountainous countries. 

-Having ascended the broken mountain in Hungary, says a celebrated 
traveller, for the thirtieth time, at about a quarter past 4 in the morning, 
I looked around to see if the atmosphere would permit me to have a free 
prospect to the south and west, when I observed, at avery great distance, 
towards the Ach-ter-mann-shohe, a figure of monstrous size! A violent 
gust of wind having almost carried away my hat, I clapped my hand to 
it, and with indeseribable pleasure observed the colossal figure did the 
Same. 'T'wo more colossal figures soon presented themselves, which 
proved to be the reflected images of the landlord of the inn and another 
traveller. Of the Souter Fell mountain in Cumberland, in the years 
1743, 1744, and 1745, similar appearances, but in greater numbers, were 
observed by many people, and regularly testified before magistrates then 
living. They were no doubt reflected images of objects on other parts of 
the mountain, or on the plains. ‘These phenomena, to the illiterate and 
superstitious, have been often subjects of alarm; but to the philosopher 
they are well accounted for upon the principle of refrangibility of the rays 
of light. 

It would seem from the 24th of Matthew that this man Jesus, with all 
his divine knowledge, was either very ignorant of natural philosophy, or 
was a great rogue, to play upon the imaginations and fears of his hear- 
ers; for he tells them “the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens shall be shaken.” Here we evidently find in this divinity 
man the vulgar and erroneous opinions concerning an eclipse, and the 
situation and size of the stars; but what his motive may have been in 
wishing to terrify his poor, deluded followers, is best known to those to 
whom he reveals himself. In his death there is nothing uncommon ; but 
his resurrection is a little at variance with every principle of natural phi- 
losophy: for, philosophically speaking, by dead we mean, when a body is 
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in that state from which no power can ever recal it to the former identical! 
animated existence. Hence, admitting his bedy had remained three 
days, three weeks, or three months, apparently dead, philosophy would 
compel us to reject the word dead, and to say he was asleep or in a trance 
during that period. Philosophy knows of no resurrection but which it 
can demonstrate, and that but of two kinds: first, the taking up of a dead 
body after being quietly deposited in the ground, to enabie physicians 
with more certainty to prescribe for the living, by their examination of 
the effects of disease on the bodies of the dead; and the other, the resur- 
rection or rising of all the gaseous portions of our bodies of which it is 
principally composed, and the resolving of all its constituent parts into 
their several elements. ‘This last resurrection, as well as the former, can 
be sufficiently demonstrated, particularly in warm climates, by the effect 


a putrid carcase produces on our olfactory nerves; but, until the bodies of 


animals are resolved into their simple elements and made lighter than 
atmospheric air, natural philosophy admits of no resurrection from the 
dead, except by the physical force of the living. 

But it may be asked, if the study of natural philosophy dispels super- 
stition, and if Christianity be but a superstition, why are those who study 
it still Christians? There are two reasons: first, early prejudices, which 
makes many view every thing through a false medium, and prevents them 
from observing, comparing, and judging correctly; and secondly, interes/, 
which prevents more from making known what they think: and upon the 
minds of their illiterate and unreflecting hearers the sophistical arguments 


of the advocates of Christianity, by operating upon the passions of self 


love and fear, are well calculated to leave an impression. Believe, and 
you shall receive a glorious reward, says the priest ; you shall be a prince, 
habited in royal robes, &c.: but if you doubt—you’re damned. Thus it 
is that so few dare to think for themselves, but, like the man’s sheep, fol- 
low their ram leader until] they plunge into the well of implicit faith, from 
whence the light of reason is for ever excluded. This term, implicit 
faith, ever reminds me of a gentleman who, meeting a countryman, and 
desirous of knowing his creed, asked him what he believed. Believe, 
says the man, why, I believe what the church believes. Then pray, friend, 
said the other, what does the church believe? Church believe, replied 
the man, why the church believes—what I believe. The gentleman, no 
nearer the object of his inquiry, but thinking he would now most certain- 
ly get a direct answer, said, Tell me, then, my friend, what you both be- 
lieve? Both believe—both believe, why, we both believe the same thing. 
With how many hundreds, even in this city, is this the case; though I 
cannot suppose it to be so with any present, or they would not have 
dared to have darkened our doors, lest the floor should have opened and 
sunk them to eternal perdition. But it may be that some stray lamb, from 
a flock, has ventured to see what pasturage we can afford; not doubting 
but he can return at his pleasure to his fold, after a little nibbling. To 
such I would say, he that doubteth is damned to all eternity; and that, 
too, without benefit of clergy: for if once your mind begins to think for 
itself, you have passed the bourne of superstition never to return: you 
may for a time desire, but "twill not be obtained. The reins of mental 
government will have passed from your hands, and you will soon look 
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back with astonishment and pity upon those you have left still grovelling 
in the mire of bigotry and superstition. The scales will drop from your 
eyes, and the hitherto mystery of the scriptures will at once open to your 
gaze, as the product of ambitious, fraudulent, or ignorant men; and you 
will feel a conviction of this truth, that as natural philosophy tends to 
dispel ignorance, bigotry, and superstition, so it is peculiarly calculated 
to destroy the prevailing superstitions of Mahomed and of Christ. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


Sunday.—It would be easy to show that a great many of the crimes 
which are committed in this country have their origin in the idleness to 
which our laborers and mechanics are compelled to submit upon a Sunday. 
The proverb says, “ idleness is the root of all evil.” The handicraftsman 
who is not allowed to follow his usual occupation on a Sunday is natu- 
rally at a loss how to spend his time. He feels a languor and a listlessness 
which he cannot overcome. To help to kill the tedium of this endless day, 
he goes to church, where he has at least the satisfaction of meeting some 
of his acquaintances, and talking over the scandal or the news of the day. 
He then joins mechanically in prayers which are mumbled to him; listens 
devoutly to an unintelligible sermon, till he can command his attention no 
longer; then falls fast asleep till the dropping of the speaker’s voice to- 
wards the close arouses him from his nap. Well; he has by this means 
killed a couple of hours; but what is he to do with the rest of this ever- 
lasting day? Work, he dare not; reap, he cannot; profane amusements 
are out of the question; his ennui redoubles ; it becomes insupportable ; 
he flies to the alehouse for relief, gets intoxicated, squanders the money 
which should maintain his family ; contracts vicious habits which can never 
be removed ; and sinks from one degree of depravity to another, till at 
last he becomes fit for any crime. 

How many young men who have ended their career by an ignominious 
public death, have dated the commencement of their vicious courses from 
what their ghostly confessors are pleased to term “ a breaking of the Sab- 
bath,” or “a profanation of the Lord’s Day;” in other words, from the 
state of absolute idleness which the law imposes upon them on that day ! 
And who is to blame for this? Why you, ye sanctified lawgivers, who by 
depriving us of the power of spending one day in every seven according to 
our inclination, force us to be idle and consequently vicious! Supposing 
the Almighty to have so much of the human disposition in him as to be 
pleased with adoration, flattery, and prayer, surely an hour or two at a time 
is amply sufficient for these purposes, and the rest of the day might be left 
at our own free disposal. If we need rest, we shall take it; but, in God’s 
name, leave us to judge whether we need it or not. Then pray do reflect 
a little upon the egregious folly of that system which robs the poor man 
of the seventh part of his time, without the smallest benefit to any human 
being except the black hornets! The barbarian who wrote Leviticus says 
the Lord ordained the land to lie waste every seventh year. Why do not 
you adopt this law also, seeing that it emanates from the same source as 
the others? It is at least equally rational. 
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Intolerance.—t\t is notorious that those who are the most forward in 
the ranks of persecution are people professing religious seniments! ‘That 
those who say their religion breathes peace on earth and good will towards 
mankind should be the first to inflict misery on their fellow creatures, seems 
at first sight rather paradoxical; but an investigation of their religious 
books convinces us that it is the contradictory sentiments which they con- 
tain that have caused that confusion and bloodshed with which the Chris- 
tian history is so shockingly stained. We shall find in their religious books 
of peace and good will one sentence which declares, that “ he who believ- 
eth shall be saved, and he who believeth not shall be damned.”’ This 
barbarous and unphilosophical sentiment has caused more division aud 
bloodshed than any other sentiment which ever was written. It is this 
ignorant and brutal sentiment which has enabled the protestant to look 
unmoved on his catholic victim, and the catholic to enjoy the expiring 
groans of the protestant heretic. ‘To elucidate this part, let us descend 
into the dungeons of the inquisition. The pale victim, whose emaciated 
body hath been wasted by long confinement, stands arraigned before his 
judge, who thus addresseth him: ‘*‘ The unbounded mercy of our most 
holy religion induces us once more to implore a renunciation of your dam- 
nable heresies: do you believe that the sacramental elements are the very 
body and blood of our most blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?” 
Here the pale lips of the trembiing victim begin to move, and he answers: 
‘** Although no sinner can entertain sentiments of deeper humility, or be 
more willing to render pure worship unto Almighty God than I am, yet 
reason forbids my asseuting to the doctrine of transubstantiation.”’” ‘* Ob- 
stinate heretic! dost thou oppose that blind infidel reason to the positive 
declaration of Almighty God, ‘'Take and eat, this is my body,’ &c.?” 
Now the unforunate victim is consigned to his fate, and his judges, glory- 
ing in his sufferings, exclaim, “* How much better had it been for man- 
kind had those vile heretics, Luther and Calvin, like this wretch, shook, 
with their agonizing shrieks and deep convulsive groans, these prison 
walls to their foundation, than to have lived to disseminate that sentimental 
poison, by the deadly influence of which millions of immortal souls are 
now howling in hell, that would otherwise have been singing eternal 
praises to the lamb?” 


Nature-—We know that the animals on this globe are possessed of 
from one or two to five senses; but, from the continued gradation of 
senses and intelligence among them, we have every reason to infer, that 
the animals inhabiting other globes in the universe have more senses, 
qualifications, and intelligence : some higher orders of them may be able 
to perceive and understand the powers and properties of matter, and also 
the grand causes of the operations of Nature. Perhaps the principle of 
gravitation, of the magnet, of electricity, of vegetation, of animation, and 
even of mind or consciousness itself, are more perfectly known to them, 
than they are to us; and for aught we know, the shapes, sizes, and quali- 
fications of the different animated beings may be varied in every different 
planet throughout the immensity of space. From this consideration, we 
may easily perceive, that it would require all the senses, qualifications, 
and knowledge of all the animated beings in the universe, united into 
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one being, to form a correct judgment of Nature. Will vain and dogma- 
tical theologians pretend to dictate to man how or what he is to think 
concerning ‘Nature and her laws ? 


Religion is a sort of game law instituted for the amusement and feeding 
of the rich, and the plunder aud oppression of the poor man. [t is now 
kept up for no other purpose whatever, than to tax and stupify the indus- 
trious man, and to render him sneaking and servile to those in office and 
in power. ‘The priests are all to a man so many tax promoters, so many 
tax gatherers, so many tax eaters, and so many undeviating supporters 
of all that is corrupt in the institutions, or their managers, in the coun- 
try. You continually cry out that the anti Christian publications have a 
tendency to unsettle the opinions of the young and the unwary. But, 
whoever heard before this that settled opinions were the property of youth? ? 
Is any youth, of either sex, under twelve years of age, competent to form 
a settled opinion on any subject ; particularly a subject of so mysterious a 
nature as religion. Youth are taught to repeat words upon the subject, 
so are parrots, but I have to learn from you that they ever formed settled 
opinions upon the matter. 
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